Mother-infant feeding interaction in full-term small-for-gestational-age infants.
Maternal and infant behavior during feeding was assessed in 30 mother-infant dyads: 15 small-for-gestational-age (SGA) infants (birth weights below the 10th percentile) and 15 appropriate-for-gestational-age (AGA) infants (birth weights between the 25th and 90th percentiles). The groups were balanced for gestational age, sex, neonatal risk factors, and maternal age, parity, socioeconomic status, and race. Behaviors indicative of infant feeding difficulties were coded for mother and infant. The SGA mothers had higher frequencies of these behaviors than did their AGA counterparts. Qualitative ratings of interactive behavior were recorded for mother and infant: SGA infants had ratings indicative of less optimal interactions than those of the AGA group. Infant caloric intake (calories per kilogram per feeding) was calculated by first dividing the change in infant weight in grams before feeding and immediately after feeding by the infant's weight before feeding and then converting it to calories. Although no difference in caloric intake was observed between the two groups, infant behaviors and ratings were associated with caloric intake. These data suggest the importance of including neonatal behavior during feeding in the risk assessment of potential growth failure in SGA infants.